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FY 2015-16: COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
Summary: As Passed by the House 

Article II, House Bill 4115 (H-1) as Amended  

Analyst:  Marilyn Peterson 

FY 2014-15 YTD FY 2015-16 FY 2015-16 FY 2015-16 FY 2015-16 
Difference:  House 

From FY 2014-15 YTD 
as of 3/12/15 Executive House Senate Enacted Amount % 

IDG/IDT $0 $0 $0 $0 -- 

Federal 0 0 0 0 -- 

Local 0 0 0 0 -- 

Private 0 0 0 0 -- 

Restricted 364,724,900 256,714,800 256,714,800 (108,010,100) (29.6) 

GF/GP 0 137,110,800 135,882,000 135,882,000 -- 

Gross $364,724,900 $393,825,600 $392,596,800 $27,871,900 7.6 

Notes: (1) FY 2014-15 adjusted year-to-date figures include mid-year budget adjustments through March 12, 2015 (including 
House Bill 4110). (2) Appropriation figures for all years include all proposed appropriation amounts, including amounts 
designated as "one-time."   

Overview 

The Community Colleges budget supports the 28 public community colleges located throughout the state. Community colleges 
offer a wide variety of educational programs, including traditional two-year transfer programs, associates' degrees, career and 
technical education, developmental and remedial education, continuing education, and, after 2012, baccalaureate programs in 
a limited number of areas. The colleges are supported primarily through a combination of state aid, local property tax revenue, 
and tuition and fees. 

Major Budget Changes From FY 2014-15 YTD Appropriations 

FY 2014-15 
Year-to-Date 

(as of 3/12/15) 

FY 2015-16 
House 

Change 

1. Community College Operations Grants

Executive increases funding for community college operations grants by $4.3 
million (1.4%), to be distributed according to a revised performance funding 
formula.  Projected increases for individual community colleges range from 
1.2% to 1.9%.  Total funding would be $311.5 million: $230.2 million School 
Aid Fund (SAF), $81.3 million GF/GP.   

House increases operations grant funding by $6.1 million (2.0%), to be 
distributed under the current performance funding formula. Projected 
increases for individual colleges range from 1.8% to 2.4%.  Total funding 
would be $313.3 million: $233.3 million School Aid Fund (SAF), $80.1 million 
GF/GP.   

Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

$307,191,300 

307,191,300 
$0 

$6,143,800 

(73,938,200) 
$80,082,000 

2. Michigan Public School Employees' Retirement System (MPSERS)
State Share

Executive includes $17.2 million increase, funded with SAF, for the state's 
share of colleges' unfunded liability to MPSERS; state's share is the 
difference between the actuarial accrued liability to the system and the 
employer contribution cap of 20.96% of payroll set by the Public School 
Employees Retirement act (MCL 38.1341).  Total funding for state share 
would be $69.5 million ($52.3 million GF/GP).  An additional $6.9 million is 
expected to be needed in FY 2016-17.  House concurs.  

Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

$52,300,000 

52,300,000 
$0 

$17,200,000 

(35,100,000) 
$52,300,000 

3. MPSERS Offset

Executive maintains funding for payments to community colleges to offset 
prior-year retirement contributions.  House concurs.  

Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

$1,733,600 

1,733,600 
$0 

$0 

0 
$0 
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Major Budget Changes From FY 2014-15 YTD Appropriations 

 FY 2014-15 
Year-to-Date 

(as of 3/12/15) 

FY 2015-16 
House  

Change 

4.  Financial Aid 
Executive provides $6.0 million SAF to re-institute the Independent Part-
Time Student Grant program, which was last funded in FY 2008-09.  
Program to be limited to community colleges and to provide assistance to 
adult students taking fewer than 12 credits, with priority for former 
postsecondary students who left prior to completing a degree or certificate.  
House funds at $2.9 million, using the difference to provide increased funding 
for college operations grants. 

Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

$0 

0 
$0 

$2,928,100 

2,928,100 
$0 

5.  Renaissance Zone Reimbursements 
Executive increases funding for Renaissance Zone reimbursements by $1.6 
million SAF, bringing total funding to $5.1 million ($3.5 million GF/GP), the 
approximate amount of college tax revenue lost under Renaissance Zones 
in FY 2013-14.  Restores GF/GP funding support to its previously-enacted 
level of $3.5 million. House concurs. 

Gross 

Restricted 
GF/GP 

$3,500,000 

3,500,000 
$0 

$1,600,000 

(1,900,000) 
$3,500,000 

 
 

Major Boilerplate Changes From FY 2014-15 

Sec. 209.  Community College Transparency – RETAINED 

Executive deletes from college transparency reporting requirements a requirement to post the estimated cost resulting from the 
Affordable Care Act, and a requirement to post a copy of the board of trustees resolution regarding compliance with the funding 
formula's local strategic value component (a component that the Executive proposes to eliminate).  Executive also deletes a 
provision authorizing state budget director to withhold payment from a college that failed to comply with the reporting requirements, 
and provisions added in FY 2014-15 that require a community college to report certain data on dual enrollment, early college 
programs, and related endeavors.   
 
House retains current transparency requirements without substantive changes.   

Sec. 210b.  Michigan Transfer Agreement – RETAINED 

Encourages implementation of Michigan Transfer Agreement and requires status report.  Executive includes substantially similar 
language in another section, while deleting the reporting requirement.  House retains Sec. 210b.  

Sec. 210c.  Block Transfer Study Committee – NEW 

House establishes a study committee to develop a process to improve the transferability and applicability of associates' degrees 
as a block of credits between community colleges and public universities on a statewide basis.   

Sec. 215.  Independent Part-Time Student Grants – NEW 

Executive urges community colleges to prioritize funds for aid to students who have enrolled in an academic program after not 
being enrolled for more than a semester or term, who have previously earned credits in an academic program, and who have not 
yet earned a certificate or degree. House concurs.  

Sec. 216.  Activities Classification Structure (ACS) Advisory Committee – REVISED 

Executive deletes language referring to initial report of ACS advisory committee, due July 30, 2015.  House concurs.  

Sec. 226.  Completion Data – REVISED 

Executive adds to a requirement to report degree and completion data to the Workforce Development Agency (WDA) a 
requirement to work with WDA and the Center for Educational Performance and Information (CEPI) to develop a systematic 
approach to accomplish the task.  House concurs.  

Sec. 229a.  State Building Authority (SBA) Rent Payments – REVISED 

Executive updates itemized list of community college capital outlay projects on which the state will pay SBA rent in FY 2015-16.  
Funding for SBA rent is appropriated under the General Government budget. House concurs.  

Sec. 230.  Performance Funding Formula – REVISED 

Executive eliminates the "local strategic value" component (currently set at 15%) of the formula for distributing performance-based 
funding, increases the weighted degree component from its current 17.5% to 32.5% of the formula, and adds a requirement to 
actively participate in the Michigan transfer network, which enables students to identify courses and credits transferable to and 
from Michigan postsecondary institutions.   
 
House retains the local strategic value component of the performance funding formula, but concurs with the Executive in requiring 
colleges to actively participate in the Michigan transfer network. 
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